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Elements of Crime 
	Prosecution must prove elements of crime beyond a reasonable doubt. In cases within jurisdictions that permit common-law crimes as well as criminal statutes, crime elements are set forth. Unless otherwise exempted, each crime constitutes of at least three elements of a crime. The trio includes intent, occurrence and criminal act (Brasol, 2017). The elements of harm and causation are only proved by the prosecution if and only if the crime in context requires a bad result. Subsequently, some crimes require an element of crime termed as attendant circumstances. These are specified aspects which ought to be existing at the occurrence of the crime, for instance, the characteristics of the victim as well as setting.
	In the case study depicting a criminal act in West Virginia in which corrections cadets are bound to be fired for doing Nazi salute, the crime has only three elements. Hence, the prosecution will have to prove the elements of a criminal act, intent and occurrence for a Nazi salute. The prosecution, by all means, won't have to provide evidence for causation or harm because no discriminatory harm was caused to any religious, ethnic or racial group. Similarly, prosecution will object to prove the latter duo elements of crime, as Nazi salute crime act by the trainees had no bad result requirement.
	Any unlawful bodily movement constitutes the criminal act element also referred to as actus reus (Jr. Horack, 2018). Voluntariness in criminal act element requires that the perpetrator performed a crime voluntarily, that is, the defendant controlled the action. In this case study, the Nazi salute constitutes a criminal act as the report released affirmed that manifold instructors, as well as the trainees captured in the photograph, were aware that the sign was unfitting. Likewise,  status of the offenders constitutes a criminal act as both trainees in the photo as well as their instructors were state employees.
The Two Views of Origin of Criminal Behavior
	Several theories attempt to explain the causes of an individual to participate in criminal behavior. All differ in just two distinct ways, those that base their explanations for causes of criminal behavior on biological factors and those that based on sociological factors. From the two, depending on the school of thought, two broad theories are derived, these are biological theory and sociological theory of criminal behavior.
Biological Theory and Its Tenets
	In explaining theories related to biological theory of an individual’s criminal behavior in criminology, the basic explanation entails demonstrating that genetic factors of an individual influenced him or her to engage in criminal behavior (Rafter, 2016). Under this broad view of theories, the genetic factor prompts an individual to be more probable to participate in a criminal action than his or her counterpart who does not share-alike genetic factors.
	On the other hand, the students had expressed the Nazi salute gesture multiple times in the class and on this particular photograph that predisposed an investigation into their action, their instructor Karrie Byrd had asked them to make the same sign. This is no doubt a perpetual action Byrd had engaged in and enjoyed it in some way. Equally, the trainees who felt there was no big deal in doing the gesture were fully satisfied with their actions regarded with no bad implication but their self-interest. Thus, based on genetic, biology, and evolution theory, an evolutionary reward for the aggressive Nazi salute gesture is the best explanation for the crime in the case study.
Sociological Theory and Its Tenets
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This theory entails sub-theories that attempt to demonstrate that, criminal behavior in society is motivated by sociological factors. On the other hand, under social disorganization theory, individual social and physical settings are in charge of the behavioral choices the person makes (Briggs, 2015). In this case study, while the trainees commenced doing the Nazi gesture, some recognized the historical implications of the sign and snubbed their participation with the rest of class but among those who declined, some felt pressure to fit in and joined the perpetrators. Similarly, according to rational choice theory, the trainees who were comfortable with the sign weighed the potential risk against their self-interest reward and opted to participate.
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